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Spring Courses   

1. Compulsory course 

 

Course unit Course # ECTS 

YR0381 Interdisciplinary course: Survival Dutch 3 

YR0458 Interdisciplinary course: Ethical Managerial Problem Solving 4 

YR0382 Interdisciplinary course: Intercultural Communication 3 

2. Optional courses 

The optional unit of the program contains courses within the Department of Education. Students can 
add courses up to a maximum of 30 credits for 1 semester. 
 
Most of the courses are courses of the regular program opened up for Erasmus students. This means 
that the medium of instruction is a combination of Dutch and English. More information in the 
course description. 
 
Please read the prerequisites of every course in the course list carefully before applying. Thomas 
More Mechelen remains the right to change the learning agreement upon arrival if the student 
doesn’t meet the requirements to enter the course. 
 
Attention 
The combination of courses can be restricted by planning issues and will be communicated 
beforehand.  
 
Optional courses can be different for Erasmus students and Erasmus Belgica/Erabel students. 
Erasmus Belgica students coming to improve their language skills in Dutch can choose several 
courses of the regular program. Instruction language is Dutch. (See Erasmus Belgica) 
 
 

Course unit Course # ECTS 

YVO563 Communicative skills as a European Teacher  3 

YV0721 Religion, World Views and Life Philosophy  3 

YV0XXX Contemporary Themes in Early Childhood  3 

YV0849 The incredible adventures of the CRRRRRReepy CALATHUS: 
Raising Cultural Awareness and Language Awareness 
THrough Universal Stories  

3 

YV0561 School experience Project  6-8 
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Course code YR0381 

Course title SURVIVAL DUTCH 

Course coordinator N.N. 

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language English / Dutch 

Period Autumn Spring 

Course objectives This language course ‘Dutch for foreign students’ focuses on the basic 
language skills one needs to survive in a ‘Dutch speaking region’.   

Course Content Gradually your competence and confidence in speaking, reading and 
writing Dutch will be built up, starting from the day to day life.  ICT is 
used in order to give everybody the opportunity to follow his/her own 
tempo. 
Communication exercises in and outside the classroom are very 
important in this course. 

Assessment Active participation during class, preparing homework on regular basis. 
Oral/written Exam in January. 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YR0458 

Course title ETHICAL MANAGERIAL PROBLEM SOLVING 

Course coordinator Patrick Geussens 

ECTS credits 4 ECTS 

Language English 

Period Autumn Spring 

Course objectives Understanding business ethics based upon a managerial approach. 

Course Content Concepts are introduced that can be used to guide managers who want 
to understand their own ethical behavior and the behavior of others in 
the organization. Practical guidance is provided to those who wish to 
lead their team, department or organization in an ethical direction. 
The course is loaded with examples that reflect the ethical dilemmas 
facing individual employees and managers at all levels. Very practical 
tools are offered for the ethical decision making process. 

Assessment Individual and Group Assignment 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YR0382 

Course title INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 

Course coordinator Katrijn Krekels 

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language English 

Period Autumn Spring 

Course objectives The student reflects on his / her own cultural frame and examines what 
impact this has on one's performance in group  
The student shows respect for cultural differences  
The student has knowledge and understanding of some basic concepts of 
intercultural communication  
The student demonstrates understanding of (inter) personal, situational 
and cultural factors in intercultural communication  
The student translates these insights into the analysis of a concrete case  

Course Content Daily interaction with colleagues, customers, managers, parents, 
students from other cultures can be exciting but not always so obvious. 
This course provides the necessary knowledge, skills and practical 
handles to effectively deal with diversity in your future work, but also in 
daily life.  

Assessment Portfolio 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0563 

Course title COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS AS A EUROPEAN TEACHER – WITH RESERVE 

Course coordinator Niomi Kelly 

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language English 

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Course objectives ‘The teacher as an educator’ - The students are aware of the most 
common problems in Intercultural Education and are able to deal with it 
is a classroom-context 
Language competences - The students are able to express themselves 
using a classroom-register in a fluent way, both orally as in written 
texts. 
‘The teacher in and through language’ - The student is able to analyze 
the language system in a school context (Language of different cultures, 
social classes, backgrounds and registers). 

Course Content 1) Intercultural communication in the classroom, at school and in our 
present-day society. The chapter Intercultural Communication explores 
language as the basic “tool” for communication. Students will begin by 
considering what is meant by the concepts “culture” and 
“communication” as a way of understanding what is meant by the inter 
in intercultural communication. We will compare ‘multi-culturality’ with 
‘inter-culturality’. Theoretical frameworks will be dealt with (E.T. Hall, 
Geert Hofstede, David Pinto, Marc Colpaert and Hoffman and Arts). 
2) Instruction language - differences in language register language 
spoken at home and language in a school context - screening and 
adapting own class material. 
This chapter is concerned with language as it is used by the teacher, as 
it affects the learner, and as it can function to integrate the curriculum. 
We will discuss the student-teacher language interaction and analyze the 
importance upon student learning of the languages used by the 
classroom teacher. Specific topics examined are the kinds of questions 
put forth by the teacher, the participation asked of the pupils, the 
language used in instruction, the language used in social control, and the 
relationship of language to other activities and media. We will 
demonstrate how learning takes place during the act of conversation. 
Aim is to help teachers of all subjects clarify their roles in encouraging 
children to become confident users of language in reading, writing and 
talking. 

Assessment Assignments (blog and video-posts) and oral exam 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0721 

Course title RELIGION, WORLD VIEWS AND PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE 

Course coordinator Piet Tutenel 

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language Instruction language will be a combination of Dutch and English as you 
will be integrated in a group of regular students of Thomas More 
Mechelen. 

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

Course objectives The student explores the role of religion in society today. 
The student reflects on his/her own worldviews and religious 
frameworks. 
The student shows respect for cultural differences. 
The student discovers how views on life are reflected in school systems 
and teaching. 

Course Content In this course you will explore the role of religion in today’s plural and 
secular society. You will research and critically review your own views 
on life and society and reflect on the ways in which your own 
worldview(s) and values effects yourself as a teacher. You will be 
challenged to look at your own ideals, motivations, hopes, symbols, 
views on religion and other deep life issues ed. 

Assessment Active participation during class 
Portfolio 
Oral exam 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0XXX 

Course title Contemporary Themes in Early Childhood (ECE) 
 

Course coordinator Piet Tutenel  

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language Instruction language will be a combination of Dutch and English as you 
will be integrated in a group of regular students of Thomas More 
Mechelen. 

Period 
 

Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

Course objectives To aim of this module is to gain critical insights in contemporary themes 
in Education and Care in Belgium and Europe.  

Course Content The content of this course depends on media-topics (politics…) and 
interests of the participating students. 

Assessment Attendance is compulsory for this course 
Active participation during class 
Practical exercises (paper; presentation) 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0849 

Course title THE INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES OF THE CRRRRRREEPY CALATHUS: RAISING 

CULTURAL AWARENESS AND LANGUAGE AWARENESS THROUGH UNIVERSAL 

STORIES 

Course coordinator Kim Op de Beeck 

ECTS credits 3 

Language English  

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR FOR PRESCHOOL, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Course Objectives Defining/analyzing/recognizing/ criteria for good children’s/youth 
books/stories; 
Discussing/defining/analyzing universal themes/topics in 
children’s/youth literature; 
Defining/recognizing and creating opportunities to implement cultural 
awareness/language awareness in the individual trainee practice in a 
creative, functional & multimedia way; 
Training/practicing storytelling and creative writing techniques in a 
playful and experimental setting 

Course Content During the courses we will train skills for literary analysis of children’s 
/youth books and emphasize the importance of practicing literary skills 
by means of reading/working with (foreign) children’s/youth books in 
class. By reading several picture books /or passages taken from youth 
books in different languages, the importance of language and cultural 
awareness in the field of education will become clear. Students will be 
stimulated/challenged to design didactic, creative, multimedia … 
materials in the field of language awareness and cultural awareness to 
apply in classroom practice.  

Assessment Development of didactic materials (integrated games/class activities in 
preschool, primary or secondary education) in the field of language 
awareness and cultural awareness by means of children’s/youth 
literature.  

Prerequisites Basic Level English/Basic Computer Skills PPT/ 
Every student brings a good contemporary or a famous classic 
toddler/youth book (preferably with pictures) typical of his/her country 
in her/his mother tongue.  
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Course code YV0561 

Course title SCHOOL EXPERIENCE PROJECT 

Course coordinator Lia Frederickx – Piet Tutenel 

ECTS credits 6-8 ECTS 

Language English 

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR OF PRESCHOOL, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Course objectives Develop competencies in the following fields: 
• The teacher as a member of a school team 
• The teacher as a supervisor/coach of learning processes 
• The teacher as an organizer 
• The teacher as an educator 
Use reflection as a learning tool 

Course Content School experience gives students the opportunity to get to know the 
Flemish Educational System from within, through observation and 
participation in everyday life of a Flemish school. 
Practice will be organized in primary and/or secondary school, according 
to the needs of the student. 
The school experience consists of different periods of practice next to 
reflection assignments. 

Assessment Attendance is compulsory 
Integrated evaluation 

Prerequisites School experience in the home country 
Good knowledge of the English language 

B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Erasmus Belgica 

 
Erasmus Belgica students can select courses of the regular program for Bachelor for Secondary 
Education  (Leraar Secundair Onderwijs). Possible options for the Spring semester are: 
 
 

Course unit Course # ECTS 

YV0479 Nederlands 4 5 

YV0463 Engels 4 5 

YV0781 Didactisch Ontwerpen 3: Krachtige Leeromgevingen 4 

YV0716 Communiceren in een kleurrijke school 3 

YV0568 Verruimingsproject 3&4 3 

YV0561 Erabel-stage 5-7 

 
The course descriptions are available on 
http://onderwijsaanbodmechelenantwerpen.thomasmore.be/opleidingen/n/SC_51844946.htm  
(ECTS-descriptions) and are not included in this course guide. 
 
 


