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Autumn Courses   

1. Compulsory course 

 

Course unit Course # ECTS 

YR0118 Interdisciplinary course: Survival Dutch 3 

YR0349 Interdisciplinary course: Ethical Managerial Problem Solving 4 

YR0129 Interdisciplinary course: Intercultural Communication 3 

2. Optional courses 

 
The optional unit of the program contains courses within the Department of Education. Students can 
add courses up to a maximum of 30 credits for 1 semester. 
 
Please note that we offer 2 options: 

- Courses for Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Primary School Education (PSE) 
- Major English as a Second Language for Secondary Education (SE) 

 
Most of the courses are courses of the regular program opened up for Erasmus students. This means 
that the medium of instruction is a combination of Dutch and English. More information in the 
course description. 
 
Please read carefully the prerequisites of every course before applying. Thomas More Mechelen 
remains the right to change the learning agreement upon arrival if the student doesn’t meet the 
requirements to enter the course. 
 
 
Attention 
The combination of courses can be restricted by planning issues and will be communicated 
beforehand.  
 
 
Optional courses can be different for Erasmus students and Erasmus Belgica/Erabel students. 
Erasmus Belgica students coming to improve their language skills in Dutch can choose several 
courses of the regular program. Instruction language is Dutch. (See Erasmus Belgica) 
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Course unit Course # ECTS 

YV0820 Towards Inclusion (ECE) 6 

YV0493 Psycho-Pedagogical Skills (ECE) 3 

YV0495 Art(istic) languages in Early Childhood (expert level) (ECE) 6 

YV0561 School experience Project (ECE-PCE-SE) 6-8 

YV0733 English 3 (SE) 5 

YV0786 English 5 (SE) 3 

YV0840 Specialisation : Topics in English Literature  (SE) 3 
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Course code YR0118 

Course title SURVIVAL DUTCH 

Course coordinator NN 

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language English / Dutch 

Period Autumn Spring 

Course objectives This language course ‘Dutch for foreign students’ focuses on the basic 
language skills one needs to survive in a ‘Dutch speaking region’.   

Course Content Gradually your competence and confidence in speaking, reading and 
writing Dutch will be built up, starting from the day to day life.  ICT is 
used in order to give everybody the opportunity to follow his/her own 
tempo. 
Communication exercises in and outside the classroom are very 
important in this course. 

Assessment Active participation during class, preparing homework on regular basis. 
Oral/written Exam in January. 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YR0349 

Course title ETHICAL MANAGERIAL PROBLEM SOLVING 

Course coordinator Patrick Geussens 

ECTS credits 4 ECTS 

Language English 

Period Autumn Spring 

Course objectives Understanding business ethics based upon a managerial approach. 

Course Content Concepts are introduced that can be used to guide managers who want 
to understand their own ethical behavior and the behavior of others in 
the organization. Practical guidance is provided to those who wish to 
lead their team, department or organization in an ethical direction. 
The course is loaded with examples that reflect the ethical dilemmas 
facing individual employees and managers at all levels. Very practical 
tools are offered for the ethical decision making process. 

Assessment Individual and group assignments 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YR0129 

Course title INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 

Course coordinator Katrijn Krekels 

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language English 

Period Autumn Spring 

Course objectives The student reflects on his / her own cultural frame and examines what 
impact this has on one's performance in group  
The student shows respect for cultural differences  
The student has knowledge and understanding of some basic concepts of 
intercultural communication  
The student demonstrates understanding of (inter) personal, situational 
and cultural factors in intercultural communication  
The student translates these insights into the analysis of a concrete case  

Course Content Daily interaction with colleagues, customers, managers, parents, 
students from other cultures can be exciting but not always so obvious. 
This course provides the necessary knowledge, skills and practical 
handles to effectively deal with diversity in your future work, but also in 
daily life.  

Assessment Portfolio 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0820 

Course title TOWARDS INCLUSION  

Course coordinator An Simons 

ECTS credits 6 ECTS 

Language The medium of instruction will be a combination of Dutch and English as 
you will be integrated in a group of regular students of Thomas More 
Mechelen. 

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR OF NURSERY EDUCATION 

Course objectives The student explores how Special Education, Integrated Education and 
Inclusive Education is organized in Flanders and the European context.  
The student discovers how to deal with children with special needs 
within their classroom. In addition they come in contact with school 
internal actors (care coordinator, MSY team, first-class teacher) and 
school external bodies as CLB and specific organizations (parent groups). 

Course Content Students will be challenged to look in a critical way to their own view on 
children with special needs and explore the image of people with special 
needs within the society.  
Students will explore how children with special needs get a place in our 
educational system and compare this to the European context. For that 
we need to define the issue of special needs and look how to handle for 
example learning disabilities, posture problems, behavioral problems, 
ASD, mental retardation, multiple intelligence, lead development and 
giftedness, bonding, child abuse … In small groups students will work on 
a different topic related to children with special needs and write a paper 
about it. 

Assessment Active participation during class 
Written exam : Paper 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0493 

Course title PSYCHO-PEDAGOGICAL SKILLS 

Course coordinator An Simons 

ECTS credits 3 ECTS 

Language The medium of instruction will be a combination of Dutch and English as 
you will be integrated in a group of regular students of Thomas More 
Mechelen. 

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR OF NURSERY EDUCATION 

Course objectives Students gather data about a class group of toddlers and individual 
children through observations and interviews.  
After interpreting these data students make a specific guidance plan, 
implements and evaluates its effects and adjust these plans. 

Course Content In this course students get acquainted with some theoretical frameworks 
in order to discover problems in the classroom and how to deal with 
them, eg.: 
• the ‘Axenroos’ (Model of Leary) as a model to gain insight in the 

various social relationships between children, the effect of the 
interaction of individual children and the group, the problematic 
positions that some children take. 

Students  will work together with an experienced colleague to observe 
into depth a child with problems and develop an efficient and achievable 
treatment. 

Assessment Active participation during class 
Observation assignments 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0495 

Course title ART(ISTIC) LANGUAGES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD (EXPERT LEVEL) 

Course coordinator Kirsten Marit, Kim Op de Beeck, Annelies Walschap 

ECTS credits 6 ECTS 

Language The medium of instruction will be a combination of Dutch and English as 
you will be integrated in a group of regular students of Thomas More 
Mechelen. 

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR OF NURSERY EDUCATION 

Course objectives To gain insight in the learning content of artistic languages and translate 
this to the classroom practice 
To use the basic principles of Experiential Education to integrate the 
learning content of artistic languages into the classroom 
To learn how to create powerful and stimulating learning environments 
for pre-school children. 

Course Content Specialization in artistic languages: language, music, art education, 
media and physical education.  
Workshops (with young children (age 3-6)):  
• Translating the content of the different courses and integrate the 

different artistic languages into the classroom (appropriate activities) 
• How to increase the well-being and the involvement of children  

through observation and artistic activities. 

Assessment Attendance is compulsory for this course 
Active participation during class 
Practical exercises 

Prerequisites Good knowledge of the English language 
B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR(Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0561 

Course title SCHOOL EXPERIENCE PROJECT 

Course coordinator Lia Frederickx – Piet Tutenel – Niomi Kelly 

ECTS credits 6-8 ECTS 

Language English 

Period Autumn Spring 

Study Field BACHELOR OF PRESCHOOL, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Course objectives Develop competencies in the following fields: 
• The teacher as a member of a school team 
• The teacher as a supervisor/coach of learning processes 
• The teacher as an organizer 
• The teacher as an educator 
Use reflection as a learning tool 

Course Content School experience gives students the opportunity to get to know the 
Flemish Educational System from within, through observation and 
participation in everyday life of a Flemish school. 
Practice will be organized in preschool, primary and/or secondary 
school, according to the needs of the student. 
The school experience consists of weekly periods practice combined with 
reflection assignments. 

Assessment Attendance is compulsory 
Integrated evaluation 

Prerequisites School experience in the home country 
Good knowledge of the English language 

B1 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
A2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0733 

Course title ENGLISH 3 

Course coordinator Annelies Gilis 

ECTS credits 5 

Language English 

Period Autumn   

Study Field BACHELOR OF SECUNDARY EDUCATION 

Course Objectives Enhance skills in English – English as a second language in lower 
secondary education 

Course Content Vocabulary (a.o. countables and uncountables, food & drink, idiomatic 
expressions, English language registers and regiolects; grammar (a.o. 
revision of the tenses, the passive, the noun, the article, the genitive, 
adjectives and adverbs, comparatives and superlatives); ad hoc grammar 
when appropriate linked to writing assignments and take-home 
assessments 

Assessment Attendance is compulsory 
Integrated evaluation 

Prerequisites School experience in the home country 
Good knowledge of the English language 

! B2 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
! B2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0786 

Course title ENGLISH 5 

Course coordinator Annelies Gilis 

ECTS credits 3 

Language English 

Period Autumn   

Study Field BACHELOR OF SECUNDARY EDUCATION 

Course Objectives Enhance skills in English – English as a second language in lower 
secondary education. Near-native level.  

Course Content 1. Communicative Skills: strategies in 4 language skills – different types 
of texts, writing a resumé, a report, a discussion, a presentation, …   

2. Linguistic Component 
- vocabulary and grammar (a.o. phrasal verbs, prepositions, …) 
- grammar in connection to reading and writing assignments  

Ad hoc grammar when appropriate linked to writing assignments and 
take-home assessments 

Assessment Attendance is compulsory 
Integrated evaluation 

Prerequisites School experience in the home country 
Good knowledge of the English language 

! B2 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
! B2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Course code YV0840 

Course title SPECILASIATION: TOPICS IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Course coordinator Annelies Gilis 

ECTS credits 3 

Language English 

Period Autumn   

Study Field BACHELOR OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Course Objectives Deepening knowledge of specialized topics in English Literature 

Course Content Sessions specializing in either Romantic Literature (Victorians and 
Romantics) or The Giants in English Literature - Chaucer and 
Shakespeare- 

Assessment Attendance is compulsory 
Integrated evaluation 

Prerequisites School experience in the home country 
Good knowledge of the English language 

! B2 (speaking, understanding and reading) 
! B2 (Writing) 
according CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for 
languages) 
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Erasmus Belgica 

 
Erasmus Belgica students can select courses of the regular program for Teacher Education for 
secondary school (Leraar Secundair Onderwijs). Options for  Autumn semester are: 
 
 

Course unit Course # ECTS 

YV0741 Nederlands 3 5 

YV0733 Engels 3 5 

YV0780 Communiceren met leerlingen en ouders 3 

YV0840 Verruimingsprojecten 1&2 6 

YV0561 Erabelstage 5/7 

 
The course descriptions are available on 
http://onderwijsaanbodmechelenantwerpen.thomasmore.be/opleidingen/n/SC_51844946.htm  
(ECTS-descriptions) and are not included in this course guide. 
 
 


